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ABSTRACT 
 

Gender plays a crucial role in seaweed farming in East Africa, though the aspect 
across different value chain stages has been overlooked in Kenyan research. This 
research focuses on assessing the role of gender empowerment in the 
seaweed production value chain on the south coast of Kenya. As a result, 
specific objectives that served as a basis for the study were, among others, 
to examine the nature of gender empowerment in the seaweed value chain, 
document various gender empowerment activities in the nodes of the 
seaweed value chain of Kenya, establish the various gender empowerment 
opportunities at various seaweed value chain villages along the south coast 
of Kenya and to establish the various gender empowerment associated 
challenges embedded in the seaweed. The study took place in Mwazaro and 
Kibuyuni in Kwale County on the south coast of Kenya. A study employed 
a mixed research design involving exploratory and explanatory methods, 
using qualitative and quantitative approaches based on the research 
problem's comprehension issues. Social Package for Social Science and Excel 
2016 were utilized for data computation. The study was carried out following a 
brief pilot study, which allowed the feasibility of the research design to be tested. 
In the interviews, 155 active farmers were sampled along with 3 key 
informants well-versed in the connection between gender empowerment 
and seaweed value chain production. The simplified formula proposed by 
Yamene and Israel was utilized to calculate the target sample size n. The 
results revealed that there are other influences of income other than gender 
in the seaweed value chain, including training, which has disparities 
between men and women. Further, the study revealed the perceived gender 
empowerment, including autonomy in decision-making over using income 
(90%) and participation in seaweed production. A smaller but notable 
portion (10%) of respondents (17) need their husband's permission to 
manage and budget the income from seaweed farming. This suggests that 
for some individuals, there are cultural or household power dynamics that 
limit their financial independence. Additionally, it would identify areas 
where gender discrepancies exist between women and men. Their roles 
could guide development efforts to achieve gender parity in the seaweed 
value chain. These results will be applied academically in faculties for 
students researching the seaweed value chain and gender dynamics at the 
graduate and undergraduate levels and in other fields of study. 
Additionally, it will help governments, agencies, businesses, and non-profit 
organizations formulate gender-based policies for Seaweed Value Chain 
Production. 
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DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Empowerment: The process of attaining independence and 

autonomy to do as you like or to manage your own 

destiny. 

 

Gender Empowerment:  A rise in power for individuals of any gender  

typically relates to the empowerment of gender-

based minority groups. A good illustration Women 

take ownership of their life, reclaim control, and 

gain the ability to make wise decisions” 

(McDougall et al., 2021). 

 

Gender Equality:  It’s a condition where “both men and women  

have equal opportunity to benefit from and 

contribute to economic, social, cultural, and 

political development; enjoy socially valued 

resources and rewards; and realize their human 

rights. 

 

Gender Dimensions: Research incorporating sex and gender analysis is 

said to have a gender dimension. The gender 

balance can be just as important to research as the 

gender component (McDougall et al., 2021). 

 

Seaweed: A variety of multicellular marine algae found in 

salt marshes, brackish water, the ocean, and the 

beach. 

 

Seaweed Farming: Seaweed cultivation and harvesting is known as 

‘seaweed farming’ or ‘kelp farming.’ Farmers 

gather from natural beds in their most basic form. 
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Farmers have total control over the life cycle   

(Msuya et al., 2022). 

 

Value Chain: Refers to “the entire lifecycle of a product or 

process, which encompasses all actions required for 

obtaining raw materials, producing the product, 

utilizing it, discarding it, and recycling it” 

(Simatupang et al., 2017). 

 

Value Chain Nodes:  A value chain node is any step of a product's value 

production examined in a value chain analysis. These 

elements include the procurement of raw materials and 

the costs associated with manufacturing, storage, 

selling, distribution, and customer service.  

 

Seaweed Farm:  Seaweed is grown in Lagoons or protected bays, where 

currents that flush the area where the seaweeds are 

planted are essential because seaweeds get their 

nutrients directly from the ocean. Short strings connect 

little cuttings to a line (De San, 2012). 

 

Gender Equity:  Ensure fairness and justice in allocating advantages and 

obligations between men and women


